Utilization of research methodology in designing and developing an interdisciplinary course in ethics.
Development research methodology was utilized to design an interdisciplinary ethics course for students from seven disciplines: dental hygiene, nursing, nurse anesthesia, occupational therapy, physician assistant, physical therapy, and social work. Two research questions, 'What content areas should be considered for inclusion in an interdisciplinary course in Ethics?' and 'What design framework, format, or structure would best fit the content chosen?' guided the study. An interdisciplinary faculty design team conducted a comparative analysis of each of the seven discipline's codes of ethics to find common topics of interest. Further analysis then grouped these topics into eight categories of professional responsibility. The result was a fifteen-week course with validated content relevant to all disciplines.